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And for the best technology on the market Tim turned to 
Intelligent Homes, a company that has installed a state of the art 
security and home entertainment system into his family home. 
If you are impressed by numbers then the fact that 29 MILES 
of cabling was utilised in the Cahill home is a fairly decent 
starting point.

The Managing Director of Intelligent Homes is Matthew 
Warnes. After suffering horrendous injuries in a car crash 
Matthew set about modifying several properties in order to 
facilitate the ease of use his new requirements necessitated. 
He takes up the story.  “I was actually looking for a company 
to assist me and I challenged the three top companies in the 
North West but none of them really offered the full-control 
solution system I wanted, so I did it myself.”

Consequently Matthew built up a company that can provide 
the kind of top-spec home security and home entertainment 
which can be combined, within the same system. There is really 

The spate of break-ins suffered by a number of high-profile 
footballers in recent times has highlighted the sad, modern day 
fact that security has become far more important than ever 
before. And ‘high profile’ personalities, being a particular target 
, has taken the need for security provision to another level 
and not just because of the price bracket in which top-level 
footballers are buying homes. It makes sense to be secure in 
the knowledge that their family and possessions are as 
protected as possible. 

Tim Cahill falls into the category of top-flight footballer and he 
makes no apologies for security being at the top of his list. He 
says. “For me the most important thing is my family, regardless 
of being a footballer. As a normal person you need to be secure 
in the knowledge you can leave your house and rest easy that 
it’s under surveillance. Knowing your family and possessions are 
being looked after by the best technology available puts your 
mind at ease as soon as you walk out of the door and flick 
a button.”

When Everton’s Tim CahilI decided he didn’t want to 

press 26 different buttons, Intelligent Homes created a 

personalised system for him, which is simplicity itself

What every 
intelligent home 
should have
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no other name that can be applied to this kind of provision other 
than Intelligent Homes because that’s exactly what is on offer. From 
arrival at home, via electric gates through point of entry into the 
living accommodation, through whatever takes your fancy, whether 
it be the latest Blu-ray DVD on a vast plasma screen or piped mp3 
music to anywhere in the home, before retiring for the night, amidst 
remote controlled subdued lighting. The only limit is your imagination.

For most people, whatever their budget, home automation is a 
completely different world to the norm and because of that it 
is crucial that anyone venturing into that particular unknown is 
well-informed. Seeking the correct advice, is crucial at any time but 
especially so when you are talking about security provision costs that 
can run into six-figures. 

A full solution control system is what Intelligent Homes can provide 
and, in a nutshell, that encompasses a system that will control all 
aspects of a property, from security to entertainment. The kind of 
automation which IH can provide covers those two factors.

Looking at the optimum kind of security provision available it is 
critical that any provider engages with the client, and that is exactly 
what Matthew Warnes initiates from the outset. He says.
“At the kind of level we deal in, we are talking about the top 1% of 
the world, we discuss at great length with our clients the level of 
security they think they need. From that consultation we will actually 
tell them what we think they need. We will sit down with a client, 
and wife and children as well because, if they are high-profile the 
children could, potentially, be at risk. We will do a number of things, 
foremost being the installation of an induction loop, underground, 
all round the perimeter of the property. What that does is create a 
wave, a kind of invisible barrier, so if anyone were to walk through 
it the beam would be broken and it would indicate exactly at 
which point that breach occurred. The camera would then focus 
immediately on that area and would ‘bing’, instantaneously, into the 
recording room, wherever that might be, in the country.”

What follows is an audible warning to any intruder, along the lines 
of ‘you in the blue shirt’, for example, ‘what are you doing – you 

shouldn’t be on this property, leave.’ If they ignore the warning, and 
let’s face it being told exactly what you are wearing gives a pretty 
good clue as to how stringent is the identification, and how leaving 
might be the best course of action, then the security reaction goes 
to the next level, as Matthew explains.  “ If they don’t leave they will 
be warned again and if that doesn’t work an additional warning will 
be issued, such as, ‘ we have now informed the home guard service 
and someone will be there in three to four minutes. We have also 
informed the police.”

In some instances there may be a ‘Panic Room’ in the house and, 
if necessary, the occupier may be instructed to secure themselves 
there and a pay-as-you-go mobile phone, on permanent charge, will 
enable 2-way communication with the outside world.

And the kind of security available is not restricted to being at home, 
as Matthew points out. “Having the kind of security provision we 
are talking about most definitely gives peace of mind, home or away. 
If, for instance, the wife has a £250,000 ring on her finger and feels 
she is being watched, perhaps while shopping in Manchester, the 
Homeguard Service will cover her, walk her to a restaurant perhaps, 
wait in the doorway, escort her to her car and actually follow her 
home. We are dealing with high-end clients, we cannot afford to get 
it wrong.”

So, it is safe to say, pun very much intended, that the kind of security 
available is all-encompassing, in other words it can cover every 
aspect of home and personal security that might be required and 
then some. ‘Yes’ according to Matthew.

“It is all encompassing. Actually we interview the ladies of the house 
more than the men because the men are all sold on this kind of kit. 
The men are usually playing football or maybe doing a deal across 
the other side of the world so it’s the lady of the house who is 
the most threatened, the most vulnerable and the most likely 
potential target.”

Because top security provision is all encompassing it extends beyond 
the boundaries of the home but eventually everyone returns home, 
whether from an away game or just shopping. And it’s not just a 
case of state of the art protection which Intelligent Homes provides, 
education is also very much part of the package, according to 
Matthew, who explains.  

“We educate everyone to drive around the block if they suspect 
anything is amiss and to contact Homeguard or the police and not 
go anywhere near the home. The phone numbers will be stored in 
the phone and once they have made the call Homeguard or the 
police will take it from there.”

One of the more recent developments in home security is number-
plate recognition, a complex set-up which is quite simple in its 
function. Having such a facility within a security system will enable 
it to recognise the number plates of the home owner but will also 
flag up any uninvited or undesirable vehicles not logged within the 
system. So the gates will open for ‘friendly’ number plates. However, 
electronic gates do open very slowly so if the driver suspects 

something may be wrong notifying the Homeguard will ensure that 
they are ‘on-camera’ all the way from gate to garage, safe in the 
knowledge that someone is already on their way to assist.

The other side of home automation offered by Intelligent Homes 
is home entertainment. We live in a world of sophistication as far 
as our leisure time at home is concerned and for many modern 
families home time is the only ‘down time’ available so maximum 
benefit must be derived from what may be a limited commodity. 
To that end there is a plethora of gadgets on the market which can 
be incorporated into home automation that will enable maximum 
enjoyment. Everything from flat screen televisions, multi-roomed 
music to moveable pool tables ( more on that later ), all at the touch 
of a button or even voice activated. If you want it, Intelligent Homes 
can install it. Which is why Time Cahill went to that particular PFA 
Partner. 

Tim says. “I spoke to numerous companies but they couldn’t meet 
my needs, requirements, personalisation or the standard I wanted 
to achieve. I had great experience from having automation put into 
my home in Australia and I was fortunate enough to meet up with 
Matthew and his company. It wasn’t just a brief encounter, we sat 
down for around a month, planning and drawing, at great length, 
which probably explains why there’s 29 miles of cabling in 
my house here. 

 “We went over every minute detail, from mirrored televisions to 
Play Stations, X Boxes, and Nintendo Wi-is, playing off multi units, 
to ensuring that my missus was happy with the furniture finish and 
conceding that she wouldn’t let me have a television in the drawing-
room. I went for that by compromising with the fact that when you 
switch off the TV it becomes a mirror. Things like these basically 
come down to me being a big kid. I even had my pool table fitted on 
to tracks so I could move it back to create more space in my games 
room”

Tim sought expert advice and that came from Matthew Warnes, 
who outlined exactly how close client and provider worked together.
 
“Tim asked us a lot of questions and he actually took the visualisation 
of the concept beyond our imagination. Indeed we find that some 
of the levels we actually get to are as a result of the client’s input. 
It hasn’t been my disability which has taken our Intelligent Homes 
security and home entertainment to such an advanced level, it’s the 
clients who have done that.”

And there’s no doubt that Tim Cahill’s requirements are way up 
there in the upper stratosphere, judging by what he had installed in 
his home. Not only does he have ‘state-of-the-art’ security, by which 
his family, home and possessions are protected, he can sit back or lie 
back and enjoy quality home time whether that’s watching a DVD 
with his children or playing on-line games with his friends dotted 
across the world or simply listening to his music collection, anywhere, 
anytime at the push of a button. 

Tim says.  “It’s all about having everything you want at the flick of 
a switch because, like most people, I don’t want to be pressing 26 

Now you see it...  2 flat screens in Tim’s games room can 
be hidden behind framed jerseys at the flick of a switch.
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Sideboard Entertainment 
Out of the contact between Tim and Intelligent Homes, client 
and designer, evolved something new, and something which 
developed out of Tim’s career path, which he hopes will enable 
younger professionals to aspire to the kind of system he now 
has, which he didn’t have when he first started out. Tim explains. 
“It’s not about being able to afford it, you go to the level you 
can. I’ve built up a relationship with Matthew and Intelligent 
Homes which has resulted in a piece of bespoke furniture, 
which we are trying to bring to the Premiership and other 
clients as well. I played in the third tier of football, the second 
tier and now the Premier League but I know what it’s like to 
earn money at the lower levels building towards where I am 
now. We have been working on a unit, a kind of sideboard, 
where the telly comes out, with a DVD player, and it’s got a 
fridge, which can be upgraded to whatever level you want and 
you can take it with you wherever you go.”

The hi-level entertainment system which has been developed 
offers exactly what someone may want, but with the facility to 
add to it. It is bespoke and can even have photographs on the 
front or initials in Swarovski diamonds, if so desired but apart 
from the fact that such a piece of furniture will be fitted for a 
client the main advantage is that a purchaser does not have to 
worry about the highest level of spec immediately but can add 
to it as and when.

Tim Cahill is at the top of his profession now, in the Premier 
League with his club and an established international with 
Australia. You could say he has made it but he can also look 
back on the beginning his career, which produced one of the 
driving forces behind his ‘sideboard’.

“ When I was starting out I could not afford the kind of system 
I now have in my home but if I had been able to get this piece 
of bespoke furniture I would have been able to store, and 
take with me whenever I moved, a massive collection of music, 
games and DVDs. If had been able to source this kind of unit 
I would have a massive library by now. It would have stayed 
with me forever and I could have integrated it into subsequent 
homes. I love Intelligent Homes because they look after the 
players when they are up and coming, they are not just after 
the money and the top names. It’s a case of building 
relationships, from the acorn stage to the oak tree. If I could 
not afford the system I have now I would have started by 
spending much less for the basic system set-up, and upgraded 
and it’s also important to note that this piece of kit is not just 
for the elite”

Matthew Warnes says of this new adventure. “ Tim’s input has 
been great. Without it we would not have been party to the 
knowledge of his peers and been unable to integrate what a lot 
of guys out there would aspire to, something that would grow 
over the years” 

different buttons. Intelligent Homes have created a system for me, a 
personalised system of security and home entertainment, which is 
simplicity itself.”

Add to that the fact that Tim’s system is all encompassing and 
you might sum up, by paraphrasing and old Aussie expression, 
‘no worries’.  “Exactly, mate. It’s good to have everything at your 
fingertips. You work so hard on the pitch, and off it, striving to be 
as successful as possible, as a sportsperson and a human being, you 
want to get home and have everything at your convenience. You go 
into top hotels all over the world and have everything to hand so 
why can’t you have that in your own home and why can’t you invest 
into your home and your lifestyle.”

The answer is, no reason at all, but seeking what Tim has been 
provided, by Intelligent Homes, can often prove problematic because 
there aren’t too many ‘one-stop’ solutions to what clients like Tim 
are seeking. That’s where Intelligent Homes come in, as Matthew 
explains.  “We design all our own cinema rooms, soundproof walls, 
chairs with motion built-in, right down to pop-corn machines and 
ticket machines for the children to obtain tickets for watching movies 
in their own cinema. We also work with the top designers and 
with property developers. Indeed we advise developers that if they 
put an intelligent infrastructure into a house, when a client buys a 
property they will want a ‘smart house’. If you don’t put that in they 
won’t buy, smart home provision is a very big part of our marketing.”

Because security and home entertainment is as much a want as a 
need for many high-profile footballers and celebrities, it is crucial that 
anyone seeking the kind of top level provision outlined in this feature 
seek the right advice. People talk and already Tim’s peers are quizzing 
him about his ‘big-boys toys’ and his security. Tim says.  “Yeh, we 
are always talking about the latest gadgets and things and because 
security is so important to all of us, the lads at Everton are always 
asking about my security system. That underlines how high security is 
to them and their families, as it is for most people.”

If you want just a glimpse of the future and what Intelligent Homes 
can do for your home check out the slide show on their web-site  
www.intelligenthomes.uk.com




